Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist at the Church of St. Paul, Cambria
¢ The 3nd Sunday of Easter e April 14, 2024 o

Opening Hymn 199

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Open our hearts to true conversion, and as we
have known the Lord in the breaking of the bread,
so make us witnesses of a new humanity, renewed,
reconciled and at peace in your love. Send us as
heralds of the repentance and forgiveness you
offer to all in the name of your Son Jesus Christ.
Now, break our hearts open to you as we confess

our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Lord, open our lips
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.
Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
O God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for
you, as in a barren and dry land where
there is no water.
Therefore | have gazed upon you in your
holy place, that | might behold your
power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life

itself; my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as | live and lift up
my hands in your Name.

My soul is content, as with marrow and
fatness, and my mouth praises you with
joyful lips, When | remember you upon

my bed, and meditate on you in the night
watches.

For you have been my helper, and under
the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds

me fast.

Psalm 4

1 Answer me when | call, O God, defender of my
cause; * you set me free when | am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my
glory; * how long will you worship dumb idols and
run after false gods?"

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the
faithful; * when | call upon the LORD, he will hear
me.

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * speak to your
heart in silence upon your bed.

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * and put your
trust in the LORD.

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better
times!" * Lift up the light of your countenance
upon us, O LORD.

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * more than
when grain and wine and oil increase.

8 Ilie down in peace; at once | fall asleep; * for
only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect:

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to
his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The first lesson is from the Acts of the Apostles
(3:12-19)




When Peter saw the wonder and amazement
caused by his healing of the lame man, he
addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made
him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over
and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we
are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given
him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
“And now, friends, | know that you acted in
ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out,

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

Thanks be to God.

Canticle 12: The Song of Creation

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * praise
him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * praise him and
highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that
grows upon the earth, * praise him and highly
exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and
streams, * O whales and all that move in the
waters.

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * praise him
and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * and all you
flocks and herds.

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be for ever. Amen

The second lesson is from the First Letter of John
(3:2-7)

See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been

revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as
he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

Thanks be to God.

Canticle 19: The Song of the Redeemed

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are
they that you have done, * surpassing human
understanding.

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * O
King of all the ages.

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the
praises of your Name? * for you only are the Holy
One.

All nations will draw near and fall down before you,
* because your just and holy works have been

revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according
to St. Luke (24:36b-48)

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

While the disciples were telling how they had seen
Jesus risen from the dead, Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts
arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my
feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see
that | have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it
and ate in their presence. Then he said to them,
“These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you — that everything written about



me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of
God.

Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

cf Philippians 2.6-11

The Sermon
Sermon Music

Prayers of the People

Christ, the stone which the builders rejected, God
has made the cornerstone of a new community. In
that name by which we are founded, let us draw
near in confidence, saying: Lord, have mercy.

The risen Christ opened the minds of the disciples
to understand the scriptures. May the church find
in the scriptures healing, mission, and good news
for all. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

Christ showed wounded hands and feet to his
unbelieving apostles. May we see the risen one in
all the wounded of our world. For this let us pray
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Christ our cornerstone intercedes for us before
God. Let us and all in authority heed God's call for
justice in the church, in our community, and in the

nation. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

We are saved by a God who is light, in whom there
is no darkness at all. Let us beg for God’s light in
those places which seem darkest. Let us ask that
God enlighten all who inflict darkness on others.
Let us ask that God shine on those who are victims
of evil or war, especially the people of Ukraine and
Gaza. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

In the power of Christ’s name we are healed. Let
us recall all who need healing and all in the healing
professions. For them let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

May all those who are far from family find safe
return to hearth and home, especially those in the
military. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord,
have mercy.

Christ calls us all to a close relationship to our Holy
God. May Christians, Jews, and Muslims, through
their prayers and deeds grow close to the heart of
the Most High. For this let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

(Here other intercessions may be offered.)
Celebrant concludes

Loving God, you have glorified your Son Jesus and
given him the name by which we are saved. Give
us the courage to act in his name. Accept our
praise, offered in his name, for we offer this prayer
through and with and in Jesus, your Son and our
Savior. Amen.

Offertory: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Hymn 789 WLP

Prayer over the gifts: Creator of all, you wash
away our sins in water, you give us new birth by
the Spirit, and redeem us in the blood of Christ.
As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift
of life within us. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ the risen Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (EP B)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we
bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has




taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he
has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.
We give thanks to you, O God, . . ..
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise.. . ..
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Because in Christ we have received the Spirit of
adoption, as sons and daughters of God, we dare to
pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, or
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them
in remembrance that Christ died for you, is risen,
alleluia! and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving. Blessed are those who are called to
the banquet of the Lamb.

Communion of the People
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. May we who are partakers of his table
reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world
may know his power to change and save.

Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, you
have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Knowing that all of our community cannot share
the Eucharist in person, we affirm that the true
mystical communion of Christ and His Church is a
bond of spirit and heart, grounded in faith. There-
fore, we commit ourselves to this deep bond of
the Spirit in union with Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing:

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised
from the dead, strengthen you to walk with him in
his risen life, and the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also
with you.

Greet one another in the Lord’s name.

Announcements

Thanksgiving Prayer: We give you thanks, O God, for
your many blessings: for our days of celebration, for
the love that surrounds us, for your healing presence
in our lives. Keep us in your care, we pray, and help
us to live as truly thankful people. Amen.

Closing Hymn 210

Dismissal:

Alleluia, alleluia! Go forth and bear witness to

Christ, who is gloriously risen from the dead!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!



